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Health  Department, 

Coombe  House, 
Brownhills. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  Brownhills  Urban  District  for  the  year  1958. 

The  health  of  the  district  was,  in  the  main,  satisfactory. 
There  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  there  was 
no  repetition  of  the  1957  Influenza  epidemic.  A particularly 
gratif5dng  feature  was  the  low  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  which, 
although  there  have  been  fluctuations  in  the  past,  was  the  lowest 
ever  recorded.  This  is  referred  to  further  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

There  was  one  case  of  poliomyelitis,  in  a pre-school  child, 
which  unhappily  proved  fatal  and  it  is  indeed  fortunate  that  there 
were  no  further  cases. 

The  continued  absence  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery 
is  gratifying,  but  the  importance  of  food  hygiene  both  in  catering 
estabhshments  of  aU  kinds  and  in  the  home  cannot  be  over-emphasi- 
sed if  this  desirable  state  of  affairs  is  to  continue. 

The  housing  situation  continued  to  be  a cause  for  concern  and 
further  comment  on  it  will  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  the  interest  shown  in  the  department’s 
work,  and  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  usual  whole-hearted  co-operation. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CARL  BURNS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


3 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

The  Brownhills  Urban  District  is  in  the  southern  half  of  the 
County  of  Staffordshire  on  the  fringe  of  the  Birmingham  conurbation. 

The  altitude  of  the  district  varies  from  420  feet  to  600  feet 
above  sea  level. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Mining  still  plays  a leading,  but  dechning,  part  in  the  employ- 
ment pattern  of  the  district,  but  this  decline  continues  to  be  offset 
by  the  growth  of  new  industries  introduced  into  the  district  by  the 
Council’s  foresight  in  the  past,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  community. 

AREA  AND  RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  6,307  acres.  The  rateable  value  is 
£152,533.  The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £594.927. 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  the  estimated  population 
is  23,800  (mid-year).  The  provisional  population  according  to  the 
1951  census  was  21,482,  which  showed  an  increase  of  3,114  over  the 
1931  census.  The  1951  census  showed  that  there  were  10,759 
males  and  10,723  females.  The  density  of  population  is  3.7  per 
acre. 

HOUSING. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  houses  built  during  1958  : — • 

By  private  enterprise  . . . . . . . . 183 

Permanent  houses  by  the  Local  Authority  . . 254 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a fall  of  almost  J in  the  number  of 
houses  built  in  1958  by  the  Local  Authority  as  compared  with 
1957,  and  a somewhat  smaller  fall  in  the  number  built  by  private 
enterprise,  the  main  cause  of  these  falls  being  the  " credit  squeeze.” 

The  Councff  has  always  been  most  sympathet’c  in  allocating 
priority  housing  to  families  requiring  on  genuine  health  grounds 
or  where  “ statutory  overcrowding  ” exists,  but  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  standards  defining  overcrowding  laid  down  in 
the  Housing  Acts  are  very  low  and  there  is  a large  number  of 
people  in  the  Urban  District,  many  of  them  families  with  young 
children,  living  in  profoundly  unsatisfactory  conditions,  yet  not 
satisfying  the  statutory  definition  of  overcrowding. 

Apart  from  the  physical  ill-effects  of  hving  and  sleeping  in  such 
conditions,  we  must  not  in  these  days  when  so  much  emphasis  is 
being  laid  on  the  importance  of  mental  health,  forget  the  psycho- 
logical strain  caused  by  the  tensions  and  frictions  which  almost 
inevitably  result  when  the  generations  are  compelled  to  live  together 
in  such  cramped  circumstances. 
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In  the  majority  of  such  cases  their  only  hope  of  obtaining 
tolerable  housing  conditions  lies  in  the  acquisition  of  a council 
house,  so  that  it  is  fortunate  with  the  easing  of  financial  conditions 
the  council  has  once  more  begun  to  build  houses  for  general  need. 


Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

BIRTHS,  1958 

Male 

232 

3 

Female 

. . 256  . 

5 . 

Total 
. 488 

8 

Total 

. 496 

Still  Births  : — 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  . , 

Male 

5 

Female 

2 . 

Total 

7 

Total 

. . 7 

The  number  of  live  births  gives  a birth  rate  of  20.83  per  thousand 
of  the  population.  The  area  comparability  factor  for  births  is 
0.94  and  this  gives  a corrected  birth  rate  of  19.58. 

Still  births  numbered  7.  This  gives  a still  birth  rate  of  0.29 
per  thousand  of  the  population,  or  a still  birth  rate  of  13.91  per 
thousand  total  births  (five  and  still). 


DEATHS,  1958 

Deaths  numbered  253.  145  males  and  108  females. 


This  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  10.63  per  thousand  of  the 
population  and  a standard  rate  of  14.77  per  thousand  (the  area 
comparability  factor  is  1.39). 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 
Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  stiU)  births 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
There  was  one  illegitimate  death  recorded. 


1 

2.00 


17 

32.66 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  figure  is  somewhat  higher  than  the 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  which  was  22.5  per  1,000 
live  births  — the  lowest  ever  recorded. 


NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  . . . . 13 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . 26.21 

The  number  and  causes  of  deaths  for  1958  are  shown  in  the 
following  tables  : — 
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DEATHS,  1958. 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease  . . 

I 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

2 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

7 

— 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  noeplasms 

10 

8 

18 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

— 

2 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

20 

17 

37 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

10 

29 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

3 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

25 

42 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

3 

8 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

23 

— 

23 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

— 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

_ 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

4 

7 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

19 

26 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  . . 

4 

— 

4 

All  other  accidents 

6 

1 

6 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes  . . 

146 

108 

263 

The  death  rate  (per  thousand  of  the  population)  for  Tuber- 
culosis is  0.08,  for  Influenza  0.08,  for  Pneumonia  0.25  and  Bronchitis 
0.96. 


DEATHS— AGE  DISTRIBUTION. 


Under 
1 yr. 

1-5 

5-10 

10-16 

15-20 

20-30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60-70 

70  & 

over 

Total 

17 

4 

1 

— 

2 

6 

9 

13 

34 

57 

111 

253 

66%  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  60  years. 
34%  were  under  60  years. 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Under 

Disease 

1 

Months 

month 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Fibrocystic  disease  of  Pancreas 

— 

1 

1 

Birth  Trauma 

1 

1 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Respiratory  failure 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

6 

6 

Congestive  cardiac  failure 

1 

1 

Acute  Broncho  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

1 

— 

1 

Uraemia 

1 

— 

1 

Meningococle — Spina  Bifida 

1 

1 

Congenital  Encephalocoele 

1 

1 

Asphyxia.  Tracheo  bronchitis 

— 

1 

1 

Total  . . 17 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  FOR  THE  LAST 
ELEVEN  YEARS. 

(Rates  per  1,000  live  births). 


Year 

Number 

Rate 

1948 

16 

40.7 

1949 

9 

21.9 

1950 

17 

43.7 

1951 

9 

27.8 

1952 

10 

29.7 

1953 

12 

33.1 

1954 

11 

30.4 

1955 

5 

15.1 

1956 

14 

37.2 

1957 

15 

35.0 

1958 

17 

32.6 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  vast  majority  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  occured  during  the  first  month.  This  is  in  accord 
with  general  experience  in  this  county  of  recent  years  and  it  is 
hoped  that  improved  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  prematurity  and 
congenital  defects,  which  between  them  account  for  a large  propor- 
tion of  such  deaths,  may  help  to  reduce  their  number. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  case  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  respect  of 


certain  infectious  diseases  are  as  follows  : — • 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . . . . . . . 0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . 2.31 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . . . 0.33 

Erysipelas  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.08 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.62 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.54 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  Polio-encephalitis)  . . . . 0.04 

Food  Poisoning  . . . . . . . . . . 0.00 

Dysentery  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00 


The  rate  for  whooping  cough  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  a 
tribute  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  immunisation  campaign.  It  is 
essential  that  the  immunisation  rate  be  maintained  at  a high  level 
if  this  disease  is  to  go  the  way  of  diptheria  and  become  a clinical 
curiosity  instead  of  a menace  to  child  health  and  life. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS  IN  1958 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Under  1 year 

1 to  5 years 

6 to  10 

10  to  15 

15  to  20 

20  to  30 

30  to  40  „ 

40  to  50 

50  to  60 

60  to  70 

70  and  over 

1 

1 

1 1 

2 1 

4 2 

2 1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Total 

17  5 

1 

1 1 

- 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  remaining  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  each  year ; — 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1952 

. . 71 

. . 74 

18 

. . 27  . . 

190 

1953 

. . 81 

. . 87  • 

14 

. . 23  . . 

205 

1954 

. . 93 

. . 96 

15 

. . 24  . . 

228 

1955 

..  92 

. . 87 

17 

. . 23  . . 

219 

1956 

. . 97 

..  92 

19 

. . 23  . . 

231 

1957 

..  105 

..  101 

18 

. . 23  . . 

247 

1958 

..  121 

..  100 

17 

. . 27  . . 

265 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  on  the  register 
continues  to  increase,  longer  survival  of  these  cases  under  modem 
treatment  being  responsible  for  this. 

The  death  rate  from  the  disease  remains  low  although  there 
was  an  increase,  temporary  it  is  hoped,  in  the  number  of  new  cases 
notified. 

The  Council's  policy  of  granting  priority  rehousing  to  these 
cases  where  neccessary  plays  an  important  part  in  the  prevention 
of  the  disease. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Welfare,  Maternity,  School  Health  and  Tuberculosis  after-care 
services  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council.  Within  the 
general  ambit  of  these  services  the  appropriate  clinics  are  held 
at  places  suitably  accessible  for  the  district. 

The  Home  Help,  Home  Nursing  and  Ambulance  services  are 
also  provided  by  the  County  Council. 


HOSPITALS. 

General : Walsall  General  and  Walsall  Manor  Hospitals. 

Maternity  : There  is  one  private  maternity  home  situated  in 
the  area.  The  district  is  mostly  served  by  Lichfield  and  WalsMl 
Maternity  Hospitals  and  Ivy  House  Hospital,  Cannock. 

X-ray  facilities : At  Hospitals  and  Mass  Radiography  unit, 
Ambulance  Station,  Walsall. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Stafford  branch  of 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services. 
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BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Department, 
Coombe  House, 

Brownhills. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1958. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Ch.^irman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  health  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Citizen  and  family  is  our 
concern.  We  want  them  to  have  clean  and  safe  food,  a good  whole- 
some water  supply,  a house  that  is  fit  to  live  in  and  be  proud  of, 
and  clean  air  to  breath.  This  report  gives  an  indication  of  the 
activities  of  the  staff  of  this  Department  and  reflects  the  Council's 
interest  and  desire  towards  achieving  these  ends.  In  fact  the 
joint  effort  is  even  more  embracing  in  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Citizen’s  interest  and  understanding  are  essential  if  the  picture 
is  to  be  completed.  The  Council  have  nothing  to  hide  and  much 
to  be  proud  of  in  their  efforts  in  the  sphere  of  public  health,  and 
I for  one  welcome  the  interests  of  the  press  in  passing  on  to  the 
people  full  reports  of  our  hopes,  desires  and  achievements. 

PART  II— STAFF. 

The  establishment  is  two  additional  public  health  inspectors 
and  we  are  fortunate  to  have  retained  the  same  inspectors  for  some 
years  and  so  maintain  a continuity  of  effort.  Residential  ties 
have  probably  been  most  important,  but  nevertheless,  we  have 
benefited  by  the  accumulated  back-ground  knowledge  which  is 
so  useful  in  the  administration  of  a district. 

All  the  staff  have  shown  ability  and  diligence  in  their  endeavours 
to  form  a team  of  experts  sympathetic  to  the  needs  of  the  people. 
To  misquote  one  of  the  staff  we  hope  the  number  of  unsatisfied 
customers  is  small  as  we  are  aware  that  some  go  empty  away, 
for  people  occasionally  ask  us  to  solve  problems  for  which  no 
public  health  legislation  exists.  Even  under  these  conditions  we 
are  sometimes  able  to  oblige. 

Overtime  has  been  worked  on  meat  inspections  and  Shops 
Act  (closing  hours)  inspections. 

PART  III— WATER  SUPPLY 

The  public  water  supply  is  controlled  by  the  South  Stafford- 
shire Water  Works  Company.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  shortage 
of  supply  and  the  quality  has  been  maintained.  Some  of  the 
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water  mains  run  through  areas  affected  by  mining  subsidence  and 
although  the  Company  do  not  broadcast  their  problems  we  realise 
that  they  have  to  maintain  a constant  vigilance  over  their  charge. 
This  Department  took  212  samples  from  house  taps  situated  in 
various  parts  of  the  district,  but  with  particular  reference  to  the 
houses  in  subsidence  areas. 

R.  A.  Robertson,  Esq.,  the  Engineer-in-Chief  to  the  South 
Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company  has  supplied  the  following 
information  : — 

“ 1.  The  supply  to  the  area  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

2.  The  supply  to  the  Urban  District  of  Brownhills  is  afforded 
from  pumping  stations  outside  the  boundary  of  the  Authority. 
All  the  waters  as  pumped  are  examined  at  regular  intervals 
both  bacteriologically  and  chemically.  Bacteriological 
samples  are  also  examined  of  the  raw  waters  where  treatment 
is  practised. 

During  1958,  routine  samples  were  examined  from  the  Muni- 
cipal Buildings  at  Brownhills,  from  No.  1,  High  Street,  Clayhanger 
and  from  the  Waterman’s  House,  Norton  Canes.  Of  28  samples 
from  the  Municipal  buildings  one  contained  coliform  bacteria. 
Of  the  28  samples  from  Clayhanger,  three  contained  bact.  coli., 
and  of  14  samples  from  the  Waterman’s  house  one  contained  bact. 
coli. 

With  regard  to  the  Norton  Canes  area  the  feed  to  the  district 
was  examined  at  Chapel  Street  where  all  samples  where  satis- 
factory and  of  100  samples  from  the  Norton  Canes  area  two  contained 
coliform  bacteria. 

In  the  Coppice  Road — Camden  Street  area  of  Walsall  Wood, 
86  samples  were  taken  of  which  8 confirmed  bact.  coli. 

The  average  chemical  results  for  1958  of  the  tap  samples 
from  Waterman’s  house,  Norton  Canes  and  Municipal  Buildings, 
Brownhills,  were  ; — 


Norton  Canes 

pH  7.6 

Alkalinity  (CaCOS)  . . . . 84 

parts  per  million 

Brownhills 

7.5 

..  119.0 

Chlorides  (Cl)  . . 

16.6 

28.7 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 

Trace 

Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

.012  . . 

Trace 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

3.0 

7.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr.  at  27 °C) 

.21 

.12 

Temporary  Hardness 

77.0 

..  114.0 

Permanent  Hardness 

49.0 

..  115.0 

Total  Hardness 

126.0 

. . 229.0 

Iron  (Fe) 

.01 

.02 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Nil 

Nil 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Nil 

Nil 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  and  Pb) 

Nil 

Nil 

Free  Cl 

.03 

Nil 
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3.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency,  no  lead  being 
found  in  any  of  the  samples  examined. 

4.  Sterilisation  of  waters  is  carried  out  where  possible  at  the 
pumping  stations  as  a precautionary  measure.  Special 
apparatus  and  staff  are  available  in  the  event  of  contamination. 
Chlorination  on  site  is  practised,  following  burst  mains,  etc., 
laying  of  new  mains,  and  emptying  reservoirs.  New  mains, 
etc.,  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  exam- 
ined and  pronounced  satisfactory. 


5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water 
mains  : — 

(a)  direct  to  the  houses  . . . . 7,479 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes  . . 52 

7,531 


The  population  is  estimated  by  the  Company  at  3.75  persons 
per  house.” 


PART  IV— SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  tables  shown  in  this  part  of  the  report  indicate  the  good 
progress  made  towards  a complete  water  carriage  system  of  drainage. 
Action  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
has  been  supplemented  by  improvement  grants  and  slum  clearance 
so  that  the  figures  of  outdated  sanitary  conveniences  are  now  41 
pails,  23  privies.  The  majority  of  these  are  situate  in  the  Norton 
Canes  ward  which  has  a considerable  acreage  of  farmland.  The 
houses  on  the  fringe  of  the  development  are  difficult  to  sewer  and 
such  small  schemes  are  often  relatively  expensive  to  construct 
and  operate.  Nevertheless,  I think  in  this  present  age  an  effort 
might  be  made  to  deal  with  the  larger  groups  of  houses. 

In  addition,  there  are  temporary  chemical  closets  at  Chase- 
water,  which  has  just  been  acquired  with  a view  to  development 
as  an  amenity,  and  five  at  a factory  also  in  course  of  development 
in  a non-sewered  area.  These  latter  will  be  replaced  as  the  respective 
schemes  take  shape. 
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TABLE  I— SEWER  AVAILABLE. 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

To  be 
con- 
verted 

For 

H.A. 

action 

To  be 
con- 
verted 

For 

H.A. 

action 

Norton  Canes  (including  Little  Wyrley) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Brownhills  West 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Walsall  Wood  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brownhills 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

2 

— 

1 

TABLE  II— SEWER  NOT  AVAILABLE. 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

Norton  Canes  (including  Little  Wyrley) 

27 

15 

Brownhills  West 

7 

3 

Walsall  Wood 

5 

2 

Shelfield  and  High  Heath 

— 

1 

Brownhills 

— 

1 

Totals 

39 

22 

PART  V— SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

(1)  Brownhills,  Brownhills  West,  Clayhanger,  Sandhills  and 
Walsall  Wood  are  sewered  to  the  Green  Lane  Works,  Walsall 
Wood.  Over  the  last  10  years  work  has  been  systematically 
carried  out  with  a view  to  modernisation  and  to  the  rectifica- 
tion of  damage  caused  by  mining  subsidence.  The  new  trimk 
sewers  now  in  course  of  construction  avoid  the  subsidence 
areas  and  should  ensure  that  all  round  sewage  flows  reach  the 
works.  The  brook  course  receiving  the  effluent  has  no  great 
volume  of  flow  and  it  is  therefore  essential  that  the  effluent 
from  the  works  reaches  a high  standard  of  pirrity. 

Regular  samples  are  taken  of  the  effluent  and  the  brook 
course  above  and  below  the  point  of  discharge.  Copies  of  the 
results  are  forwarded  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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(2)  Norton  Canes  has  its  own  sewerage  system  and  disposal 
works  constructed  about  20  years  ago.  If  reference  is  made 
to  the  tables  shown  under  Part  IV  of  this  report  it  will  be 
seen  that  44  houses  in  the  Norton  Canes  ward  are  without 
water  closets.  Norton  Road,  Heath  Hayes  (10  houses),  the 
end  of  Hednesford  Road,  Norton  Canes  (12  houses),  and  Butts 
Lane,  Norton  Canes  (5  houses)  are  the  main  groups  of  houses 
without  a public  sewer.  There  are  technical  difficulties  and  the 
cost  question  is  important. 

(3)  The  Sheffield  and  High  Heath  areas  are  sewered  to  the  Goscote 
works  operated  by  the  Goscote  Joint  Board.  The  Council 
make  a contribution  towards  the  cost. 

(4)  Watling  Street,  Brownhills,  and  the  recent  development  in 
this  area  are  sewered  to  a disposal  plant  operated  by  Lichfield 
Rural  District  Council.  By  far  the  greater  volume  of  flow 
received  at  the  works  comes  from  this  Urban  District. 

(5)  A colUery,  cafe  and  three  houses  at  Heath  Hayes  are  sewered 
to  a system  controlled  by  Cannock  Urban  District  Council. 


PART  VI— REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  controlled  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor.  Complaints  received  in  the  Health 
Department  are  transferred  to  him  for  attention. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  tipping.  An  improvement  is 
urgently  called  for  in  this  part  of  the  service  and  it  is  certain  that 
the  Council  will  have  to  budget  for  an  increase  in  expenditure 
in  this  work.  The  poor  condition  of  the  tips  is  a long  standing 
problem  which  has  not  improved  with  time. 

The  dustbin  supply  service  operated  by  the  Health  Department 
has  issued  557  bins  in  the  financial  year. 
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PART  VII 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Total  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,765 

Complaints  received  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242 

Houses  inspected — Public  Health  Act  . . . . . . . . 1,644 

— Housing  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 390 

— Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . 26 

— ^Verminous  . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 

— Improvement  Grants  . . . . . . . . 38 

— Subsidence  Damage  . . . . . . . . 18 

— Certificate  of  Disrepair  . . . . . . . . 104 

Caravans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350 

Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

Fish  Fryers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Food  Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  117 

Meat  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 791 

Other  Food  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Dustbins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158 

New  Dustbins  delivered  . . . . . . . . . . . . 429 

Ashpits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Refuse  Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Water  Closets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Pails  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Privies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Drains — new  and/or  tested  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

— existing  and/or  defective  . . . . . . . . . . 68 

— cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 392 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Petroleum  Storage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Factories  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Disinfections  and  Disinfestations  . . . . . . . . . . 81 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204 

Samples — water,  bacteriological  . . . . . . . . . . 204 

— water,  chemical  . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

— ice-cream  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

— faeces  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  brought  forward  from  1957  . . . . . . . . 43 

Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Informal  Notices  carried  forward  to  1959  . . . . . . . . 40 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Notices  complied  with  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES 

TABLE  III 


Brought 
forward 
from  1957 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Carried 
forward 
to  1959 

Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

12 

— 

2 

10 

Section  45,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
Sections  92,  93,  Public  Health  Act, 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1936  

30 

19 

28 

21 

Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

47 

19 

30 

36 

PART  VIII- HOUSING 

The  Council  undertook  to  deal  with  673  houses  by  demolition 
procedure  within  their  5-year  programme.  The  work  is  proceeding 
to  schedule  but  it  is  found  necessary  to  keep  a waiting  list  of 
“ demolition  ” cases  because  new  houses  are  not  handed  over  in 
exactly  the  order  required  to  suit  the  families  awaiting  re-housing. 
It  will  be  appreciated  that  to  match  one  with  the  other  exactly  is 
not  feasible,  although  the  people  who  have  to  wait  a little  longer 
may  find  difficulty  in  appreciating  this  point. 

The  main  fact  which  emerges  from  the  figures  included  in 
this  section  of  the  report  on  Housing  is  that  whereas  143  families 
were  re-housed  from  demolition  property,  only  74  houses  were 
dealt  with  by  Demolition  Orders  or  Clearance  Area  procedure  in 
the  year.  This  indicates  that  a slowing  down  of  housing  will  occur 
in  1959,  and  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  this  is  intentionally  brought 
about  because  the  house  building  programme  has  slowed  down. 
Next  year’s  report  could  easily  read  that  we  have  dropped  behind 
our  average  yearly  programme. 

There  is  a need  for  small  dwellings,  such  as  batchelor  flats, 
for  single  persons.  It  is  also  difficult  to  understand  why  subsidies 
should  be  removed  entirely  from  two  bedroom  bungalows,  as  I 
can  think  of  a variety  of  cases  and  reasons  where  such  accommoda- 
tion is  valuable.  To  cite  only  two  examples^ — should  a brother  and 
sister  be  separated  after  years  of  living  together  under  one  roof  ? 
What  about  the  invalid  mother  and  grown  up  daughter  or  son  ? 
If  you  put  such  cases  as  these  in  a house,  accommodation  is  wasted, 
and  yet  a one  bedroom  bungalow  is  too  small. 

Overspill  population  is  received  under  agreements  with  the 
County  Boroughs  of  Walsall  and  Birmingham.  To  the  best  of 
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my  knowledge  the  families  concerned  have  settled  down  well 
in  their  new  surroundings  and  become  integrated  in  the  whole. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

The  Council  made  Demolition  Orders  or  Closing  Orders  in 
respect  of  the  following  41  houses.  The  letters  B.U.D.C.  indicate 
that  the  Council  had  previously  bought  the  houses  with  a view  to 
demohtion. 

44,  46,  48,  Hall  Lane,  Walsall  Wood. 

78,  80,  82,  Walsall  Road,  WalsaU  Wood. 

54,  56,  High  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 

223,  225,  227,  Norton  East  Road,  Norton  Canes. 

6,  Spring  Road,  Shelfield. 

8,  10,  12,  Spring  Road,  Shelfield. 

194,  Lichfield  Road,  Shelfield  (B.U.D.C.). 

45,  Pier  Street,  BrownhiUs. 

78,  80,  Commonside,  BrownhiUs. 

123,  Norton  East  Road,  Norton  Canes  (Closing  Order). 

2,  Queens  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 

21,  Hill  Street,  Norton  Canes. 

49,  51,  Railway  Street,  Norton  Canes. 

25,  27,  Walsall  Road,  Norton  Canes. 

100,  102,  104,  Coppice  Side,  BrownhiUs. 

31,  Hednesford  Road,  BrownhUls  West  (Closing  Order). 

17,  18,  Coal  Heath  Lane,  Shelfield  (B.U.D.C.). 

89,  91,  93,  95,  97,  99,  Walsall  Road,  Norton  Canes  (B.U.D.C.) 
17,  Brickiln  Street,  BrownhiUs. 

47,  Chapel  Street,  BrownhiUs  (Closing  Order). 

168,  Pelsall  Road,  BrownhiUs  (B.U.D.C.). 

Clearance  Areas. 

33  houses  were  dealt  with 

Clearance  Area  No.  35  : 

57-81,  Watling  Street, 

BrownhiUs. 

Clearance  Area  No.  36 : 

30-40,  Church  Street, 

Clayhanger.  Clearance  Order. 

Clearance  Area  No.  37  : 

29-39,  Queen  Street, 

WalsaU  Wood.  Clearance  Order. 


by  Clearance  Area  procedure. 


Compulsory  Purchase 
Order. 
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Clearance  Area  No.  38  : 

20-32,  Seeds  Lane, 
BrowTihills. 

Clearance  Area  No.  39  : 

110-124,  Salters  Road, 
Walsall  Wood. 

Clearance  Area  No.  40 : 

17-27,  Church  Street, 
Clayhanger. 


Clearance  Order. 


Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  (plus  adjoining 
land). 


Clearance  Order. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  work  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  along  with  the  repair  work  carried  out  under  the 
Public  Health  Act : — 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  126 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  . . 1,886 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . 74 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notice  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year ; 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9 and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : . . . . — 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . . . . , . . . — 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  . . . . . . . . . . . , 52 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 35 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  by  Owners  . . — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . 38 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . 45 

(d)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  under 

Section  17(1)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  . . 3 

(e)  Undertakings  accepted  under  Section  16  (4) 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  . . . . . . — 

(f)  Procedure  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in 

declared  Clearance  Areas  . . . . . . 33 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  confirmed  Clearance  or  Com- 
pulsory Purchase  Orders  . . . . 64 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demohshed  on 

certificate  of  unfitness  of  Medical  Officer  . . 2 


4.  Rehousing  from  unfit  property  : 

Families  re-housed  from  Clearance  Areas  . . . . 73 

Persons  re-housed  from  Clearance  Areas  . . . . 228 

Families  re-housed  from  Demolition  Orders,  etc.  . . 61 

Persons  re-housed  from  Demolition  Order,  etc.  . . 170 

Families  re-housed  from  houses  certified  unfit  by  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Persons  re-housed  from  houses  certified  unfit  by  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 25 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


A further  18  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  received 
(Nos.  66  to  83)  inclusive.  Applications  Nos.  66,  80  and  82,  were 
refused. 

The  " approved  expense  ” of  the  15  grants  approved  totalled 
£3,676  and  the  grant  was  for  50%  of  the  amount  in  each  case. 
The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  values  the  works  proposed  as  improve- 
ment, but  the  applications  are  otherwise  dealt  with  by  this  Depart- 
ment. 

In  the  year  1950,  a survey  was  made  of  3,345  privately  owned 
houses  and  the  information  collected  revealed  that  only  27%  or 
just  over  1 in  4 of  these  houses  had  a fixed  bath.  That  means 
2,430  houses  were  not  in  such  a happy  position.  Allowing  for 
demolition  one  must  draw  the  conclusion  that  around  2,000  of 
these  families  are  still  not  living  in  houses  which  provide  facilities 
satisfactory  for  this  year  of  1958.  A total  of  15  improvement 
grants  per  annum  is  insufficient  to  remedy  this  position. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

31  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received 
bringing  the  total  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  to  73.  Certificates 
were  cancelled  in  17  cases  on  application  of  the  landlord. 

Many  tenants  failed  to  understand  their  rights  and  so  pay 
the  increase  although  repairs  are  outstanding.  Some  have  gone 
as  far  as  serving  a notice  of  repairs  (Form  G)  and  still  have  not 
followed  it  up.  Almost  every  application  received  is  due  to  a 
dispute  between  landlord  and  tenant  and  not  merely  to  the  land- 
lords inability  to  obtain  a builder  in  the  prescribed  time.  The 
application  for  a certificate  of  disrepair  is  an  enforcement  procedure 
and  I would  much  prefer  to  enforce  my  own  list  of  repairs  than  be  a 
party  to  many  submitted  by  the  tenants. 

I have  said  before  that  I consider  many  houses  are  let  at 
too  low  rents,  but  if  Improvement  Grants  and  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  could  be  rolled  into  one  with  a prescribed  standard  of 
fitness,  enforceable  by  the  local  authorities  in  a phased  programme, 
then  some  progress  could  be  made  towards  providing  houses  fit 
to  live  in  for  all. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES 

Mr.  C.  R.  Closs,  F.I.Hsg.,  Housing  Manager,  has  supplied  the 
following  information  in  respect  of  Council  Houses  as  at  31st 
December,  1958  : — 
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Prior  to  the  late  War : — 

Act  under 

which 

Bedrooms 

constructed 

Two 

Three 

1919  .. 

— 

250 

1923  .. 

, 

154 

1924  .. 

92 

158 

1925  .. 

102 

344 

1930  .. 

44 

56 

Totals 

. 238 

962 

Post  War : — 

Year 

Bedrooms 

constructed 

Two 

Three 

1946  .. 

. 

1 

1947  .. 

4 

36 

1948  .. 

4 

53 

1949  .. 

2 

39 

1950  .. 

— 

57 

1951  .. 

8 

48 

1952  .. 

6 

58 

1953  .. 

10 

86 

1954  .. 

18 

111 

1955  .. 

30 

175 

1956  .. 

26 

174 

1957  .. 

38 

193 

1958  .. 

60 

126 

Totals 

. 206 

1,157 

Bungalows 

Old 


Four 

Prefabs  Persons 

Flats 

Total 

— 



— 

— 

250 

— 

— 

— 

— 

154 

— 

— 

— 

— 

250 

30 

— 

6 

— 

482 

30 

— 

— 

130 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60 

— 

6 

— 

1,266 

Buugalows 

Old 

Four 

Prefabs 

Persons 

Flats 

Total 

— 

50 

— 



51 

— 

— 



— 

40 

— 

80 

— 

— 

137 

— 

13 

8 



62 

1 

— 

— 

— 

58 

— 

• — 

— 

— ■ 

56 

— 

— 

— 

— 

64 

1 

— 

— 

— 

97 

1 

— 

— 

— 

130 

— 

— • 

— 

8 

213 

— . 

— 

18 

— 

218 

— 

— 

85 

36 

352 

— 

— 

67 

1 

254 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

143 

178 

45 

1,732 

PART  IX— FOOD  HYGIENE 

There  are  some  369  shops  and  other  premises  engaged  in 
the  handling  of  food  and,  as  only  117  visits  to  food  premises  have 
been  recorded,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  public  health  inspectors 
have  been  unable  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  this  important  work. 
Five  written  notices  were  sent  where  defects  existed,  and  although 
this  is  an  excellent  way  of  ensuring  that  structural  defects  are 
remedied,  there  is  a danger  that  occupiers  of  food  premises  will 
think  compliance  with  a written  request  is  all  we  require  in  the 
quest  for  the  hygienic  handling  of  food.  Similarly  the  requirements 
of  the  law  are  an  absolute  minimum  with  plenty  of  scope  for  improve- 
ments by  food  hygiene  conscious  food  handlers.  It  also  must  be 
said  that  the  local  authority  is  not  required  to  point  out  defects, 
but  a shopkeeper  (or  other  occupier  of  food  premises),  is  required 
to  see  that  his  premises  comply  with  the  law. 
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What  I have  written  boils  down  to  this — we  have  a long  way 
to  go  and  neither  the  local  authority  nor  the  food  handler  can  be 
allowed  to  drift  along  accepting  a lower  standard  than  the  minimum. 

I have  given  talks,  illustrated  by  film  strips  to  various  organisa- 
tions and  to  some  schools.  I am  prepared  to  do  this  for  any  group 
(no  matter  how  small)  that  is  interested.  I would  urge  housewives 
to  demand  a better  standard  of  food  handling  and  I again  say  to 
shopkeepers — food  hygiene  is  good  business. 

Types  of  Food  Premises. 


Bakehouses 

1 

Butchers  Shops 

. . 24 

Wholesale  Grocers 

1 

Ice  Cream  Sales 

. . 107 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturer 

1 

Fish  Fryers 

9 

General  Stores 

. . 181 

Catering  Establishments 

. . 11 

Public  Houses 

..  34 

Total  . . 

..  369 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods,  etc. 

12  premises  attached  to  butchers  shops  are  registered  for 
the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  cooked  meats.  The  number  of 
fish  fryers  has  declined  from  12  (last  year)  to  9. 

Ice  Cream. 

107  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  there 
is  one  business  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  by  a 
hot  mix  process. 

British  Restaurants. 

A report  submitted  to  the  Council  in  1956  drew  attention  to 
the  unsatisfactory  construction  of  these  premises.  Extensive 
first  aid  repairs  were  carried  out,  but  it  has  now  been  decided  to 
discontinue  this  service  at  the  end  of  the  year  (1958). 

The  restaurant  served  a most  useful  purpose  and  the  staff 
worked  hard  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  under 
poor  conditions. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Seven  private  slaughterhouses  are  registered  but  only  4 are 
used  with  any  regularity.  One  slaughterhouse  has  been  provided 
with  a cooling  room  and  a stunning  pen. 

All  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected  and  this  involves  work- 
ing outside  the  normal  office  hours.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  the  percentage  found  to  be 
diseased : — 
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TABLE  IV 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part. 
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other  Food  Inspected. 

The  following  items  of  food  have  been  surrendered  : — 

43  tins  of  Corned  Beef  . . . . 99  lbs.  12  ozs. 


28  tins  of  Various  Meats 

41 

lbs. 

10 

ozs. 

185  tins  of  Various  Fruits 

154 

lbs. 

15 

ozs. 

68  tins  of  Milk 

68 

lbs. 

3 tins  of  Cream 

1 

lbs. 

2 

ozs. 

9 tins  of  Fish 

2 

lbs. 

15i 

ozs. 

16  tins  of  Vegetables  . . 

9 

lbs. 

4 

ozs. 

49  tins  of  Baby  Food 

18 

lbs. 

6 

ozs. 

1 tin  of  Soup 

12 

ozs. 

1 jar  sandwich  spread 

4 

ozs. 

Cheese 

89 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

4 cwt.  1 qr. 

10 

lbs. 

00 

ozs. 

Ice  Cream  . . 80  lbs. 


Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  Stafford- 
shire County  Council  has  supplied  the  following  details  of  samples 
taken  by  his  Department  : — 

Details  of  samples  procured  in  1958  ; — 


MUk. 

Pasteurised 

. . • . 

19 

Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  . . 

. • • . 

16 

Channel  Islands  (All  grades) 

. . 

5 

Sterilised 

• • 

16 

Total 

56 

All  milk  samples  were  genuine. 

General  Foods. 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda,  B.P. 

Mango  Chutney 

Bitter  Lemon 

Mandarin  Oranges 

Butter 

Margarine 

Butter  Beans 

Meat  Paste,  Veal  and  Ham 

Buttered  Cheese  Spread 

Minced  Meat  Loaf 

Blackcurrant  Drops 

Minced  Pork  in  Jelly 

Casserole  Steak 

Milk  Shake,  Strawberry- 

Cheese  Spread 

Mixed  Grill 

Cheese  Whiz 

Mixed  Pickles 

Cherries  in  Syrup 

Nesquick 

Chicken  Fillets 

Orange  Smash 

Cooking  Fat 

Olive  Oil,  B.P. 

Cochineal 

Pate  of  Chicken 

Cooking  Crumbs 

Peaches  in  Syrup 

Currants 

Pears  in  Syrup 

Curried  Beans 

Pilchards  in  Tomato 

Cream  of  Chicken  Soup 

Pineapple  Pieces 

Creamed  Rice  Pudding 

Plum  Jam 

Desiccated  Coconut 

Pepper 

Disprin 

Pork  Sausages 

Dressed  Salmon 

Pork  Sausagemeat 

Dried  Parsley 

Raisins 

Epsom  Salts,  B.P. 

Ricory 

26 


Farinoca 

Fine  Sago 

Fish  Paste 

Fruit  Cocktail 

Fruited  Jelly 

Ginger  Pudding 

Grapefruit  Juice 

Ground  Almonds 

Ground  Rice 

Garden  Peas 

Horseradish  Sauce 

Ice  Creams 

Lamb  Tongues 

Lunch  Tongues 

Jersey  Cream 

Vegetable  Soup 

Spirits  (Whisky,  Gin,  etc.) 


Salmon  Spread 
Sardines  in  Tomato 
Sardines  in  Olive  Oil 
Self-raising  Flour 
Sild  in  Tomato 
Sild  in  Edible  Oil 
Soft  Herring  Roes 
Sodium  Bicarbonate 
Split  Peas 

Sweetened  Condensed  Milk 
Tea 

Tomatoes 
Tomato  Juice 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Vinegar 
Sugar 


Total  95  Samples. 

All  Samples  were  Genuine. 


Milk  Supplies. 

The  milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  2 Order, 
1954,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1954, 

Results  of  samples  of  milk  taken  by  the  County  Council  are 
forwarded  to  this  office  for  information  : — 


Type  of  Milk 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Pasteurised 

16 

— 

16* 

Sterilised . . 

— 

13 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

13 

— 

13 

T.T.  Sterilised 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.C.I.  Pasteurised 

10 

— 

10* 

♦1  sample  of  Pasteurised  milk  and  1 sample  of  T.T.C.I.  Pasteurised  Milk 
failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


PART  X— CLEAN  AIR 

Progress  is  slow.  That  bluntly  is  the  position,  and  the  hopes 
of  an  improvement  are  not  too  bright  until  the  air  is  cleared  in 
another  sense  first.  The  chief  obstacles  to  a rapid  attainment 
of  smoke  control  areas  covering  the  whole  of  the  district  are  : — 

1.  This  is  a mining  district  and  miners,  including  retired  miners, 
receive  concessionary  coal.  A straight  exchange  of  smokeless 
fuel  equivalent  weight  for  weight  is  the  answer  and  should 
not  be  outside  the  scope  of  a government  convinced  of  its  own 
policy. 
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2.  Some  industries  create  a considerable  and  visible  pollution 
by  smoke  and  fumes.  When  you  can  see  clouds  of  black  smoke 
from  a brickworks  billowing  over  your  houses  or  white  fumes 
from  aluminium  recovery,  falling  across  a road,  making  fog 
so  dense  that  traffic  has  to  slow  down — then  the  reasons  for 
converting  a domestic  fire  are  not  so  obvious  to  the  layman. 
More  publicity  to  the  work  of  the  Alkali  Works  Inspectorate  is 
required  and  with  particular  reference  to  local  problems  instead 
of  just  the  summary  provided  by  the  Chief  Inspector  in  his 
Annual  Report, 

Other  arguments  are  used  which  are  probably  typical  of  the 
opposition  most  authorities  experience.  Opposition  in  Committee 
usually  gives  an  officer  a welcome  chance  to  make  a point  and 
correct  a misunderstanding,  but  the  two  points  stated  do  a great 
deal  towards  making  the  path  far  from  smooth.  Nevertheless, 
the  Council  have  agreed  to  adopt  the  byelaw  that  all  new  houses 
shall  be  fitted  with  appliances  capable  of  burning  solid  smokeless 
fuel.  In  addition  it  has  been  resolved  that  all  replacement  fire- 
places to  be  fitted  in  Council  owned  property  shall  be  of  a similar 
design  and  also,  that  an  area  of  70  acres  which  the  council  are  to 
develop,  will  be  a smoke  control  area. 


TABLE  V— 1958 

DEPOSIT  GAUGES— RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS 


Deposits  in  tons  per  square  mile  per  Month. 


Month  Norton  Canes 

Brownhills 

Sheffield 

J anuary 

13.4 

10.4 

11.6 

February 

15.2 

16.3 

* 

March 

7.0 

7.2 

7.8 

April 

9.5 

9.0 

* 

May 

11.6 

15.7 

* 

June 

12.6 

12.2 

* 

July 

13.1 

15.6 

* 

August 

7.5 

9.9 

13.9 

September 

9.7 

11.2 

10.4 

October 

12.2 

9.2 

10.3 

November 

7.0 

9.8 

10.6 

December 

16.1 

13.8 

14.2 

Totals 

134.9 

140.3 

78.8 

(7  months) 

Monthly  Average 

11.24 

11.69 

11.25 

*Figures  not  available. 
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DEPOSIT  GAUGES  1958 
SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

Seasonal  Average  for  whole  of  District  Tons/sq.  Mile  per  month 


to  a lu  16  40 


NdUl:m&SA 


DISTRICT  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 


Tons  per  square  Mile  per  month 


mSMZSHSL 

aaouNHzuS: 
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TABLE  VI— 1958 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES— RECORD  OF  SULPHUR  POLUTION 


Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected — in  milligrams 
per  100  square  centimetres  per  day. 


Month  Norton  Canes 

Brownhills 

Shelfield 

January 

3.4 

4.7 

5.0 

February 

1.2 

2.5 

2.3 

March 

1.9 

2.3 

2.4 

April 

1.1 

2.2 

2.2 

May 

0.8 

1.4 

* 

June 

0.9 

2.3 

1.0 

July 

0.5 

0.9 

0.9 

August 

0.4 

0.9 

0.8 

September 

2.4 

1.4 

1.0 

October 

0.7 

1.8 

2.7 

November 

1.9 

2.8 

2.5 

December 

2.2 

3.7 

2.8 

Totals 

17.4 

26.9  23.6 

(11  months) 

Monthly  Average 

1.45 

2.24 

2.14 

*Figures  not  available. 


LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES  1958  (SULPHUR  DIOXIDE) 
SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

M/Grams/S03  100  sq.  cms./day 


DISTRICT  INCIDENCE  (Averages) 

M/Grams/S03  100  sq.  cms./day 


h'  ' ii  I |i44iiHi 
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Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  Council  are  an  authority  under  the  Shops  Act  by  reason 
of  powers  delegated  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  Visits 
for  the  purposes  of  Shops  Act  work  are  frequently  combined  with 
those  made  under  the  terms  of  other  legislation.  There  are  a few 
shopkeepers  who  think  nothing  of  breaking  the  law  by  selling 
all  kinds  of  goods  as  and  when  they  please.  It  is  another  thing 
to  collect  the  necessary  evidence  sufficient  to  obtain  a conviction. 
The  1950  Act  was  an  endeavour  to  consolidate  the  law  as  it  relates 
to  shops — there  is  room  for  a drastic  overhaul  of  the  whole  picture 
if  it  is  still  true  that  a law  which  cannot  be  enforced  is  a bad  law. 

Factories. 

The  Council  have  indicated  their  progressive  outlook  by 
developing  an  industrial  site.  Overspill  industry  is  being  received 
as  well  as  overspill  population.  It  means  that  whereas  the  main 
industry  once  was  coal-mining  a more  varied  type  of  employment 
is  available.  New  plans  are  seen  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspec- 
tor before  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  submits  them  to  the  Plans 
Committee  for  approval.  It  is  then  possible  to  discuss  heating 
proposals,  processes  which  might  create  a nuisance  and  the  provision 
of  sanitary  accommodation. 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

62 

94 

1 

• 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

2 

6 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ 

premises 

7 

7 

TOTAL 

71 

107 

1 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

Insufl5cient  . . . . . . . . 1 

Remedied  . . . . . . . . 1 
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Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  provides  a free  service  for  private  dwellings 
and  sewers,  sewage  works  and  refuse  tips  are  treated  at  regular 
intervals. 


Treatments  have  been  carried  out  as  follows  : — 


Rats 

Mice 

Total 

Local  Authority’s  Property 

3 

— 

3 

Dwelling  Houses 

63 

16 

79 

Business  Premises  . . 

15 

7 

22 

Total  . . 

104 

Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  is  looked  after  by  a part-time  attendant. 
Considering  the  war-time  construction  the  premises  and  equipment 
have  been  reasonably  well  maintained.  34  bodies  were  received 
during  the  year. 


CONCLUSION 

May  I again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for  their  support 
and  interest  in  the  working  of  the  Department,  and  thank  the 
Officers  of  other  Departments  for  their  willing  co-operation  in 
matters  of  mutual  interest. 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  WILSON, 

Chief  PubHc  Health  Inspector. 
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